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Information Clearinghouse for
Healthy Schools:

Mass Public Health Association
www.mphaweb.org/pol_schools.himl

Mass Healthy Schools Network
www.masscosh.org

Healthy Schools Network c/o:

MassCOSH: Western MassCOSH:
12 Southern Avenue, . 640 Page Boulevard
Dorchester, MA 02124 Springfield, MA ooy
(617)825-7233 x19 (413) 731-0760
masscosh@ shore.net wmcosh@ javanet.com
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-, The Massachusetts Healthy Schools Network
works to solve and prevent environmental
and indoor air quality problems.
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The Healthy Schools Network is a statewide coalition that works with parents, students,
school staff, administration and the community to promote environmentally healthy schools
through advocacy, education, organizing, and technical assistance. Our vision is that every
school in Massachusetts will have a healthy indoor environment for all to learn and work.

HSN members have joined together across the state to take action and provide assistance
on the following iniftiatives:

e Design, renovation and maintenance for healthy schools

o “Toxic-Free” schools

e School-based “Environmental Committees” as a statewide standard

e Access to environmental and indoor air quality information

Look for HSN updates and information on the Healthy Schools page at:

www.masscosh.org
www.mphaweb.org

For free assistance in establishing your school's Environmental Committee contact:
Tolle Graham, 617-825-7233 x19 or email Tolle.Graham@masscosh.ore

A partial list of Network participants: ACE (Altematives for Community and Environment), Asthma and
Allergy Foundation of America (Mass. Chapter), Boston Urban Asthma Coalition, Healthy Kids: The Key
to Basics, Jamaica Plain Asthma and Environmental Initiative, Magsachusetts Association for the
Chemically Injured, Massachusetts Federation of Teachers, Massachusertts Parent Teacher Association ,
Massachusetts Public Health Association, Massachusetts Teachers Association, Massachusetts Public
Interest Research Group (MassPIRG), MassCOSH and Western MassCOSH, Toxics Actlion Center

Healthy Schools Network c/o:

MassCOSH:

12 Southern Avenue,
Dorchester, MA 02124
(617)825-7233 x19

Western MassCOSH:
640 Page Boulevard
Springfield. MA ouoy
(413) 731-0760
wmcosh@ javanet.com

@
masscoshd shore.net ol 2
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Fact Sheet

Support the Healthy Cleaning Products Act |

5-694 & H2966 - An Act to Reduce Asthma and Other Health Threats from Cleaning Products
used in Schools, Hospitals, Day Care Centers, and Public Housing

Sponsors: Representative Frank Smizik and Senator Dianne Wilkerson

Purpose:
The purpose of this bill is to reduce asthma and other health threats from emissions of toxic

chemicals from cleaning products used in schools, hospitals and other health care facilities, day care
centers, public buildings, and public housing.

What this bill will do: )

The Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) Program of the state Operational Services
Division has created a list of cleaning products that have been screened for a range of health and
environmental impacts, including forbidding any ingredients which are carcinogens or which are
known to cause reproductive toxicity, or to contribute to poor indoor air quality. The products are
also tested for effectiveness and a state bulk purchasing contract is available.

This bill will give the Commissioner of the DPH the mandate to build on this extensive screening
process to create a list of healthy cleaning products that must be used where children are especially
vulnerable: schools, day care centers, hospitals and health care centers, and public housing. In
addition it makes the use of healthy cleaning products mandatory in all public buildings.

The bill mandates that no cleaning product may be used in schools, hospitals and other health care
facilities, day care centers, public buildings, and public housing unless the product is included on

the “Healthy Cleaning Products” list established annually by the Commission of the Department of
Public Health (DPH). '

Healthy Cleaning Products are defined as products that:

» Are Environmentally Preferable Products as determined by the Massachusetts Operational
Services Division; ‘

e Do not contain chemicals that cause asthma, as determined by DPH;

» Hospital disinfectants that are screened in consultation with hospital personnel

DPH shall establish a program to
» train cleaning personnel in the use of such products
o test healthy cleaning products with teams of cleaning personnel in the ficld
» provide grants to train cleaning personnel in use of healthy cleaning products

DPH shall assess a reasonable fee on such manufacturers sufficient to cover the costs for the
Department to administer this program. Manufacturers of cleaning products will be required to
submit information to DPH that details the ingredients in their products.





